Seneca Falls Declaration, 1848

…We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed….

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world. 

He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise (to vote). 

He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she had no voice. 

He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded men—both natives and foreigners. 

Having deprived her of this first right of a citizen, the elective franchise, thereby leaving her without representation in the halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides. 

He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead. 

He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages (money) she earns. 

…In [marriage], she is compelled to promise obedience to her husband, he becoming to all intents and purposes, her master—the law giving him power to deprive her of her liberty, and to administer chastisement…. 

He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education, all colleges being closed against her…. 

He has created a false public sentiment by giving to the world a different code of morals for men and women, by which moral delinquencies which exclude women from society, are not only tolerated, but deemed of little account in man….  
Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their social and religious degradation—in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and because women do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of their most sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights and privileges which belong to them as citizens of the United States. 

In entering upon the great work before us, we anticipate no small amount of misconception, misrepresentation, and ridicule; but we shall use every instrumentality within our power to effect our object. We shall employ agents, circulate tracts, petition the State and National legislatures, and endeavor to enlist the pulpit and the press in our behalf. We hope this Convention will be followed by a series of Conventions embracing every part of the country. 

From E.C. Stanton, S.B. Anthony and M.J. Gage, eds., History of Women's Suffrage, vol. 1 (1887), 70. 

Name: __________________________________________

Directions: In the chart below, list two more grievances made in the Declaration of Sentiments.  In the evidence column, write the quote that supports the grievance you listed.

	Grievance
	Evidence

	Example: Inequalities in voting.  Women may not participate in the legal process.
	Example: “He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise.”

	
	

	
	


Directions: List two resolutions women made at the Seneca Falls Convention in the chart below.  In the evidence column, write the quote that supports the grievance you listed.
	Resolution
	Evidence

	Example: Women are resolved to participate in the legal process.
	Example: “Resolved, That it is the duty of the women of this country to secure to themselves their sacred right to the elective franchise.”

	
	

	
	


1. What document did Elizabeth Cady Stanton model the Declaration of Sentiments after?  Why do you think she used this document as her model?
2. In what ways was the Seneca Falls Declaration of 1848 revolutionary?
