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In 1206 the great Mongol warrior Temujin was named the Genghis
Khan—Universal Ruler. His armies had defeated their foes in Mongolia,
North China, Central Asia,-Persia, and Russia. Even the Great Wall of
"China did not keep out the Mongol cavalry. By the time Genghis Khan
died in 1227, the Mongol Empire extended from east China to the
Caspian Sea. His successors invaded Korea, Russia, Hungary, and Poland.

Genghis’ grandson, Kublai Khan, conquered South China (the Sung
Bmpire) in 1279. Kublai began the Yuan Dynasty, which ruled all of China
until 1368. At first, Kublai did not trust the Chinese. But he later grew
fond of Chinese culture and allowed Confucian ceremonies. In fact, non-
Mongol religious groups were spared from paying taxes.

THE MONGOL (YUAN) EMPIRE OF KUBLAI KHAN IN 1280
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N

Kublai junderstood that the Mongols needed help from the Chinet
people to govern the vast country. Therefore, he appointed many Chin
to all but thé upper-level government offices and organized his state alg
Chinese lines. However, Kublai refused to permit civil service exami
tions. Perhaps he feared that the Chinese might win the high-ranking j
from the Mongols.

Kublai pas eager to learn and sought the help of experts from all
b the world. He surrounded himself with Confucian scholars, Muslim
% . cial experts, and Christian advisers.

Kublai moved the Chinese capital north to Beijing. He extende
Grand Canal to that city so that food could be shipped in more easily fro
the south. China’s postal system 2nd roads were expanded. Artists
architects were encouraged and paid to create. All of this cost a great d
of money. When high taxes failed to raise enough funds, Kublai turned
printing mv»w._ﬂ. money to pay his growing debts. He even hired foreign
to act as fundraisers.

In 1271 two Venetian merchants, Maffeo and Niccold Polo, togeth,
with the Hu.nc”nnw son, Marco, age 17, started a journey eastward across A

4 Kublai Khan (left) greets Marco Polo and his father on their arrival in China.
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..Zmnmowow Maffeo—welcome back,” said Kublai Khan. “And

- who isithis young man?” ,
“Your m”.mmwbwv.a. this is my son, Marco,” replied Niccold. “He
is eager to see the wonders of your land, which we told him
about when we returned home to Venice”

“I am happy to greet the son of my Venetian friends. Marco,  F HHS% iﬂgdn%wﬁw‘w MMWWOVWAQ oHo%wB»nhnWA “Hmoo»bqumo““ﬁ to
you have a great deal to learn about my country. Now, Maffeo S MNWMH [ oor e dea N .
and Zm.moorw. you two must explain the reason for your long- ’
delayed; return.” “I accept the reasons for your delay. But what happened to

; % your mission to the pope?”

“Sadly, Pope Clement died soon after our arrival in Rome. A
year passed and a2 new pope had not been named,” added
Niccold. “We grew weary of waiting and returned to Venice. -
After all, we had not seen our home and family for ten years.”

“Go on,” said the khan impatiently.

“Sire, %.vﬁ sent us on 2 mission to Rome to speak to the Holy

Father, Pope Clement IV;” said Maffeo. “We were to ask him .m‘w 7 “The new Pope, Gregory the Tenth, is a personal friend. He

to sendja group of educated Christians to China to teach you, m promised to send to your court the Christian scholars Your

and members of your court, about Christianity” Highness requested.”

“T'm aware of what T asked you to do. Tell me, withiout swast- 4 “Fine. All is forgiven,” smiled Kublai Khan. Then he turned to
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