1i4 Mlﬂ /

The Pro_phet Teaches His Pwplrﬁ)‘z.’»’ e \

re caﬂy prophcts of Allah, Muhammad at first thought that the Jews and ’

Chiristians would accept Islam. But this was not to be. Opposition from

other Arabs forced Muhammad and his followers to flee Mecea in' 622, ¢

THis journey is called the hegira in Islamic history. For some ycaré,

Muhammad and his followers lived in exile in the city of Medina, whcrc .

- the?eoplc acccpted his teachings. There, he declared that he was the rep- -
esentative, or messenger, of the true rchgmn which he ecalled Islam. In

630 Muhammad asscmbled 2 strong army of bchcvcrs and returned to

Mecca in tnumph' o t '

- Muhammads teachmgs -and Islamw law ucf zecorded in 2 book |

prn as thc Qur'an; or’ Korm, which ks compiled about 20 years after

) -death. To this day, it rcmams the prime source of Islamic faith and reli- -

us practice.

" Muhammad is not rc.garded. as a god by the followcts of Islam. '

thﬂr, he is respected and honored as the messenger who brought the

ruth to the people. In our story, Muhammad and his wife; Aishah, discuss .
: the history and the future of Islam. : b

3. You sp’&\ ) a Shmto:st. ‘What questions would you ask him o:él}c,r?
How might the Shintoist answer your questions?

4. Imagine that you are Visiting Japan. What differences do you see
between a Shinto shrine and a Buddhist temple? Explain.

5. How does Hinduism differ from Buddhism and Shintoism? Do you
see any similarities? Mention them.
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- The Arabian peninsula is situated between the fertile areas of the
Medltcxmncan coast and Mesopotamia. Much of the Arabian land is -

J “mounumous or barren descrt; For. thousands of years, Arabia has been the o .

& horns of many: -different groups of Bepplc. Nomad;c groups kept.ﬂ tjk,g of S

an;q:ah Fa:;mers hvcd in the f ile southcrn reglonfgt the mQ

o Mecca 630

i L '
“Ct:xngra.t:l.lla.t:it'.n:mL Muihammad! Your a::mzés have conqueredi : ,3,

L ,_,Mecca for Islam,” said his w:fe, Aishah. “Now you can rest” |%. y

e Tha.n.k you * said Muhammad “but I cannot rest. There is so -

- much more to be done. We must bring the message of Islam '

~to all the Arablan people, not just those in thé cities. Everyone
must be taught that there is no god but Allah, and that X,

rnhpecl ‘many- gods.. Mecca ‘contained the

P " Muhammad, am his prophet ;o t p s
: S o Eow d Islam from the' moment‘fliey ,

e Kaab whlchwnsde&catedtothcmanygods thhe.. : Manyhave behevedmyouan '
dhc:l:]:.: §np1& ,;m{)mf :11:, Amblan people ttavelcd vast d:stancss togro - met you and heard you speak, Muhammad. But can you be ; I

/ surethatallotherswill oin you?” i
] shlpattjle.Kaab n,,-‘ LR k e L -. % :_".ftv‘ I e . J Y

SR | ca.t;. only try to convince them that our. f&lﬂl is the true :
-7 one” '{aid Muhammad. “If they believe in a god, I will teach
" them thatéﬁz.histhashmeasthe god they worship. Ifthey z
de, have holy ¢oks I will accept them as divinely inspired. If | '
‘they have their-own’ msFrmen and womnien, I will accept them
‘as people who have been! touched by the dxvme hand of

“ Allah” 1
3 Aishah sud,(“l shuddec whea T remenmber how the mexchm
- S :" .of Mecca treated you! You preached that the angel Gabriel '3

‘1
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,gxoimd the year 57k At the'tlmg,i,.

: §of the- C stle Jews -and Chuiffians
. the books; e C]msﬁan aposﬂes. kac"the ]ews -an :
' M::.hz;:nad c_yqiﬂmonc aﬂpowe:ﬁﬂ goiIMuhammad calledhissi g _
Allah.’, He@mm strict ‘codes of diet, “cleanliness, “and’; ‘worshij
thi of Judgmnnt day; whcn thc: wozld would encf. All the -
k wou __’;ctthcrbc rewazdg&‘ffo
punishedifor their bad dceds, £ ¢ LT
mhﬁm%&zwd that’ A]Iah.had chosen-him as l:ns PmPh. et t°1-__ y
teach these truths to all the'people. Muhammad believed that Alla]h “was -
"the sathe as the God of the Jews and Christians, and that Moses and Jesus
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Muhammad, on horseback, during.the hegira fiom Meca to Medina.

had ordered you to bring the word of God to the people of -

Arabija.” ‘

Muhammad replied, “At a time when our people believed in

many gods, I taught them that there <was but one. ‘People came
" to Mecca from everywhere to worship the pagan gods. The
.merchants: of;the city feared for their profits if pilgrims

stopped coming to worship ai:\ the Kaaba”

Aishah continued, “And so they threatened you and- your fol-
lowers until you were forced to flee for your lives.”

“Allah watched over our hegira (journey) and brought me

many more followers. This year, with a mighty army, we

returned to Mecca in triumph. Those people who had mocked
 me and my beliefs have seen the wonders- of Allah. Now they.

. ‘believe in him! - |
‘fButhoon, we will go beyond the borders of Arabia. We will *
l.t:’le;ach the ‘truths of our religion to the infidel (unbeligver). O

“7=qd, Allah, and our, right way of living can do so much
@r them than their pagan gods.”
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Aishih'a.dded, “We must tell the women of the wonderful life
that awaits them under Islam. They will be able to own dnd |
inherit property. A hiisband may still divorce his wife, but if he
does, he must return the possessions she brought into the
marriage.” . ’

“True, Aishah, but we will also instruct the pagans that a
wife’s duties have not changed. She is still bound to obey her
husband, care for their children, and manage the home.”

“The pagans may like the things you tell them, but I wonder
how they will react when you tell them of thejr obligations if
they accept the new faith,” Sil!id Aishah,

Muhan'ﬁnad answered, “Whatever their reac':tioni I must tell
them that Mus]imsll miust putify both their spirits and their bod-
ies so that they can prepare to stand before althighty Allah on

' judgment day. Thus, they are required to pray five times a day.

" They must be honest in business. They are forbidden to’ gam-

" ble. They must look upon all Muslims as their brothers and
sisters. During the holy month of Ramadan,.no one may eat
or drink from sunrise to sunset. All must refrain from ‘drinking
wine, which will take their thoughts away from Allah, and

" from eating unclean foods, which will contaminate their bodies.”

“Suppose that, after hearing about the requirements, the’
pagans decide not to accept Allah?” ;

=

“Then,” Muhammiad said, “I will speak of that which frightens
. all peo;';le: death. I'will tell them that for everyone there will
come a day of judgment. On that day, the dead will rise and
stand before Allah to be judged. Those who believe in him

; and ,ha.v_e'obeygd his' teachings shall find peace and happiness in
a heaven beyond anyone’s imagination.” .

“And what will you tell them about those who have led |

- ‘wicked lives and have denied Allah?” asked Aishah. ' '

“I will tell them the truth. Those who deny almighty Allah

* will be chained and dragged into hell where they will suffer

through eternity.”
, o
“And if,they .sdll%re'ﬁlse to listen?”

"< Muhammad thought for a moment. “I must'do all in % "

' power to work the will of Allah. If necessary, I will -~ e a
holy war—a fihad—in order to help the infidels ﬁn"'\))futh‘ P

]
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' .. save their souls. One way or another, I will Iteach them
that there is no god but Allah, and that I, Muhammad am hls
prophet.”’

Ll y b, l}The Praphet 'Rachcs Eiis Pr?\\ ' I'BT _‘ '
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In the units that follow, =sha.ll dxscuss the :u:hlcvcmcnts of later B
im societies in the Middle East and India.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW

Postscript * .
p - 1. How were Muhammad’s beliefs 51m1lar to those'of thi Jews and

Christians? '

Why did Muhammad live in exile in Medina? |-
¥ 3. Why did Muhammad tell his'wife that he could not rest? ik
4. What ‘were WOmcqs pnvxleges' and duties under Islam? . ;

- How did Mubaimad propose td teach the infidels (unbelievers) that 1"+
there ‘was no god but Allah? . .« l . 4

Muhammad died in 632. His father-in-law, Abu Bakr, was chosen as 5
caliph (successor to the prophet). In less than a decade, Muhammad’s fol-
" lowers had spread his teachings to the pagan people of Arabia and converted
3'-} g ‘ most of them to 'Islam. : .
‘ Over the next century, Islamic armies conquered and converted
peoples of Palestine, Syria, Mesopotamia, Persia, Egypt, most of No
Africa, and part of India. In the Mediterranean, they took over many of th
islands, and Moors (North African Muslims) became the rulers of Sp
Moorish civilization was the most advanced in Europe for many centuries?
In the year 732, European armies defeated a Muslim army at Tours,
France. Muslim armies never again entered northern Europe, but for mas
centuries that followed they fought and sometimes conquered the lan
Eastern Europe. )

)
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UNDERSTANDING THE STORY .

Write T for each statement that is true and F for cach smccment j:hgt -
- is false, '

- For thousands of years, the Arabian peninsula his been the., homc By
of many groups of people. "
2. Before Muhammad’s time, the Arabian people worshxped only
one god.

'3. Muhammad studicd the wnt:mgs of the Hebrew prophcm and
_, the Christian apostles. = -

- 'Muhammad believed that Allah had chosen him as his, pxophct.

. For some years, Muhammad lived in exile in the city 6f Mecca.

. People from all over Arabia went to Mecca to worship the pagan
gods.

- Under Islam, a husband is not permitted to dlvorce his wife.

- Muslims are required to pray five-times a day:. 4

. Muhammad did not believe that a Judgmcnt day would ever
come.

THE EXPANSION OF ISLAM 634-750

“Assume that Muhammad is living today. How might he react to the
gro*évth and development of Isla,m? ‘What suggest:xons m1ght: he offer’

to lIsla.mm leaders?
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-Study the map of t:he expansion of Islam on page 126. Choose the
term or phrase that best completes. each statement,




