*“m‘m Semitic Religions

- Origins of Istam: Abrafiam and the Ka'hah

Islam is the youngest of the Semitic religions, It was founded by the prophet Muhammad who was
borii iit 570 CE. By 630 CE, Islam was an established faith spreading throughout Arabia. Followers of
Islam are called Muslims, which means “one who submits (to) Allah.* Allah is the Arabic name for
God. Islam means “submission fo God.” The map on page 94 shows the spread of Islam during

" Muhammad’s lifetime.

The roots of Islam, howeves, go all the way back fo Abraham around 2000 BCE. You may remember
Abraham as the father of the Jewish religion. Interestingly, Muslims also regard Abraham as the
forefather of their religion. ' '

* According to the Koran, the Islamic holy scripture, Abraham had fathered a son before the birth of
Isaac. The boy was Ishmael, whose mother was Abraham’s Servant, Hagar, Abraham’s wife, Sarah,
was childless and became jealous. So God told Abraham to bless the child and to send him and his
mother south into the desert.

They. wandered the desert until they ran out of water. Hagar rested Ishmael on the sand and then
searched desperately between two high rocks. She ran back and forth seven times. Finally, resting on
one of the rocks, she heard an angel's voice tell her not to be afraid. Miraculously, water spouted from
where Ishmael’s heels touched the sand. This became the famous well, Zamzar, where the city of
Mecca was born.

Toward the end of his life, Abraham traveled into Arabia to visit Ishmael. Muslims believe that God
told Abraham to build a holy sanctuary at Zamzam, This site was called the Ka’bah, meaning “cube.”
It is also known as the House of God. The Ka’bah is about forty feet (12 m) in height, width, and

length. The door is seven feet (2.1 m) from the ground and must be entered by a moveable staircase.
Curtains and carpets cover most of the outside of the Ka'bah.

Inside the sanctuary are some silver and
gold lamps. But the most important
object is an oval black stone about seven
inches (18 cm) in size. Muslims believe
that this stone was given to Abraham by
an angel, They say the stone was white
but tumed black with the kisses of wor-
shippers seeking forgiveness. According
to the Koran, God instructed Abraham to
tell all worshippers of Allah to make a
pilgrimage to the Ka’bah. '
As you will see, the Ka’bah plays a cen-
tral role in the history of Islam. You will
learn more about its significance later in
this chapter on Islam.
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Muhammad ibn Abd Allah. commonI’y known as Muhaminiad, Wzisllgox’n in th@ gity oﬁMec 570°
CE. Atthétin time; Mecc;a was & busy marketplace crowded with Tesidents and fomads buyiii”g and sell-

ing 8°°d& Nof a great deal is known of Muhammad’s early life. Both his mothéifaﬁd father were'déad ks

by, the time he tumed six. He was first cared for by his gran#qbfathex; but when | sed away, ., .jf* . B
uhammad’s ungle, Ab Talib ' .bu Ta'hb as “]ie‘ad of the clan one of many & )
clans making up separate Arabic tribes.  © e i

It is believed that as a young adgltﬂMqhammad worked as a camel dnven He naveled the Arabxan .
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ing for a w1dow named K,ha;lyab who was a wealthy

d his mteihgence and matunty s0 much that she.
ears which fO’]Iowcd Mubamn‘lad li*'?’ed in afﬂuence

At t;he age of twgntywﬁve, Mu
merchan;; Thoug_h ) Was m
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Bnt nches dré not satxsfy Mnhammad In Meeca, powerﬁxl merchants control]ed both the flow of- A3
As the gap between the rich and the - poor wxdcned Muhammad began to.
im. ‘ ; i

Muhammad’s Revelatmn e

By the time he was foxty, Muhammad had begun to spend timé i sohtude, preoccupieﬁ’ with thé‘i;iies~
tions that troubled him. He spent some nights alone in a small cave near Mecca, Dunng one such.
night, Muslims believe that the angel Gabnel appeared before. h:m. bne! grabbeﬁhql of
‘Muhammad and o;ﬂereé him ’;Jwta gome words. He did so, an d ﬂgd the cave in fear, he hmrd
the ange: say, “Oh, Muhamad you mtﬁgmessenger ofcod, apd’f |

few xears, he gamcd comcuon that he was one of a 1ineage of p
and esus., Accordmg tohastonans, 'Muh" '
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Muhammad openly deélared that there was only one. God He called on Meccans to reject theu: 1dols
'Ihoggh monothelsm was shared by Jews and: Chr@nans, its mtroduct:on into: Mecca' troubled the ruling

class As Muhammad’s foiiowemmc;eased so did the unease among lus ou' pomuom R
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in gs got worse for Muhammad whcn death claimed both h1s ife, Kh il his uncle, Abu
Tal‘_‘& They had represented support and. teﬁtgoﬁ"f&xj the Yot Hg " I{;ﬁ £ Hdwavcr, it was
also during this period, in 619 CE, that Muh hamiiidd was 'beﬁﬁv eX| W‘ii“a B‘fﬁ‘*‘?

ey to heaven. With Gabnel‘“gmdmg hin "thei‘;oﬁtﬁéyed firdt 16 i%%kﬂ i’ﬁ’%rﬂﬁélﬁf’“ 'd from
Muhammad rode his faithful horse info Heaven; ‘Tt is"claimed thaf he met-Gthie prophets;
udmg Abraham, Mdsék. “and Iesus Finally, he Stood in the presence of Allah

ket
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ﬂfe ume, Me,dimi’was being’ tem gji%rt by the"‘vmlence«oftm nval tﬂbesw Tlibpll‘
oved by Muhamiad’s teéchirigs and hoped he Thight setilé the Taging dispute; e 27 -
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or the next two years, groups of people from Medina came to Mecca and converted to islaﬁ;:l. tfl'hls .
pired Muhammad,, ’?ho instructed all Muslins to settle in %edxna. In 622; Muhammad fled Mecca
after hearing ofa pTot 3ssassiﬁé£c him, Legend has it that ﬁe and 4 fi ifd, bu Bakr, hid in a cave.
When his enemies rode by, a glant,splder’s ‘web covex;ed %he mouth of the cave, and se seemg the web,
y assumed D 0o one co d have entered ' o }“"' . .
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d it holds specxal agmﬁcance to Mushms Mu w;a)d’s amval mw quga;maxked the birth of a

nited Islamic commumty The Tﬁ;rah szgmﬁes the begmnmg of the Isfémxc c%engar. (Sec page 117) ’
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Llfe in Medma and the Growtk,of Isl?ﬁn " ', o

Mhhammad arnved in Medma as the new leader, bearing treménd&us rgwspgps;bl}l,qeg Wlule recewmg
communication from God and teaching his devotees, he had to protect Tslam from‘bpposmon and find a
pcaceful solution to the local feuds, Though he was able to unite the féiiding Clans through his teach-

* ings (the Jewish and Muslims prayed together, for example) w\nenzl\guhmnmad instructed his followers
- to pray towards Mecea instead of. Jemsalem, tensions. grew i& groups separated completely
olence erupted cndmg in the gxpﬁlsmp off some Jew;" mbesi’mq; Medma.
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With his community established; i
raids were not uncommon a th fime, and they provided Susfenance for the Muslims. This angered the
: ‘ ack;s. the Muslims gamed power and

..tribal encxmes, Muhammad all but coﬁtmlled the
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3 F”mally, in 629 CE, Mecca submittéd to. the. Mushms H ﬁuhafmnad entered the city and headed directly

" to the Ka'bah, After circling it seven times, i@esmashed the stone idols. He spoke of the oneness of
‘God, or Allah, and prodmmed himself a prophet: ﬁr?gyxﬁ that moment until the pxesenf, the Ka’bah

b'ecame the mncxpal holy plaoe‘fér Musl;ms. L
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Muhammad’s Last Years .. .

By 630 CE, Islam yas the dominant religion in Mecca. Muhammad then set out to conquer the
Arabian Peninsula, Some tribes were easily converted while others were met by force. The crusade
Wwas successful, and Islam spread to the Arabian Sea fo as far north as Syria,’

In 632 CE, Muhammad made his last pilgrimage to Mecca. First, he ordered that only Muslims could
worship at the Ka’bah. Then, he delivered his last sermon, asking for Islamic unity. He ended with his

final revelation from God;

“The unbelievers have this day abandoned all hope of
vanquishing your religion. Have no fear of them: fear Me.
This day I have perfected your religion for you and completed
My favor to you. Ihave chosen Islam to be your faith
' ' (Koran 5.3) -

On his way back from this pilgrimage, Muhammad fell ill. He died in Medina on June 8, 632 CE, at -

the age of sixty-one (the 12th day of Rabi I in the Islamic calendar). Although he had married two

wives since the death of Khadijah, he had yet to father a son, leaving the question of successor in the
_ hands of his followers,

The Spread of Islam During Mubammad’s Lifetime
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