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Kabuki Theater Worksheet
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Kabuki is one of Japan’s traditional theatrical arts. Its origins go back to the 16th century and over many years and many various changes, it has now been perfected to its classic state. Though not as widespread as it once was, Kabuki Theater remains widely popular among the Japanese people, and is in fact drawing quite large audiences even now. 

During the period generally referred to as the Edo Era, the art of kabuki was watched mainly by the merchants. To them kabuki was a means of exploring the social divide between the ruling class and the merchant class. Thus, many themes of kabuki plays explore the conflict between merchants and royalty in feudalistic Japan. 
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A unique feature of kabuki art, and perhaps the most significant and in keeping with the kabuki spirit of unusualness, is the fact that it has no actresses whatsoever. All female parts are played by male impersonators known as onnagata. In 1629, the appearance of females in kabuki plays was banned because they were thought to bring too much negative attention from males in the audience.  The parts of women in almost all Kabuki Theater is therefore played by men. 

Another unique feature of Kabuki Theater is its use of puppets in the theater.  These puppets are referred to as the bunraku.  Many Kabuki plays have incorporated puppets into its cast of characters.  Therefore, puppets and people are seen acting beside one another bringing and element of humor and fantasy to most Kabuki plays. 
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Until kabuki, the people of Japan had never seen theater of such color, excitement and general extraordinariness. In these qualities, perhaps no theater elsewhere in the world can surpass the kabuki drama. 
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 What is one of Japan’s traditional theatrical arts? _________________





2. During what period was Kabuki Theater especially popular among merchants? __________________ 





3. What theme dues many Kabuki plays explore? ________________________________





4. What are two unique features of Kabuki art? a) _____________________, b) _____________________





5. What are the males who played female parts called? ______________________





6. What are the bunraku? ___________________________________








