United States History

Unit I Extra Credit

History Hollywood Style


For better or for worse, many people get their greatest understandings of historical eras, figures, or events from dramatizations in major motion pictures. What is the impact of this habit on our understanding of history? This extra credit assignment will ask us to consider the implications.

Directions:

1. Watch a film that covers issues from the Revolutionary Era. The film should be chosen from the following list, but may come from off of the list if pre-approved by Miss Estis.

2. Write a one-paragraph assessment of what you learned from the film. What did you learn from the film that you did not know before? How did the film help you to think about this time period in a new way?

3. Write a one-paragraph review of the film as a piece of history. What do you make of the viewpoint the filmmakers take of this time period? Is this good history? Is the film a good movie, but bad history? Is it a bad movie, but good history? Or is it just plain good? Or bad? As part of your discussion, reference at least one professional review from www.rottentomatoes.com with which you agree.

Evaluation


You may choose one film. Your film write-up will be put towards your homework total for the unit, equaling a 50-point homework assignment. 


In order to get full credit, you must write 2 complete paragraphs, with topic sentences and 5 to 6 sentences making up the bodies of the paragraphs, and a closing statement, making each paragraph 7 to 8 sentences long. 


You may hand this in to me at any time during the unit, but the day of the unit test is the last day that I will accept extra credit for unit 1. 

1776 

April Morning 

The Devil’s Disciple 

Johnny Tremain
The Patriot
Revolution 

Sweet Liberty
